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Doyle: The Panton, Leslie Papers: Concluding the letters of Edmund Doyle

THE PANTON, LESLIE PAPERS
Concluding the letters of Edmund Doyle, trader
Prospect Bluff 11th July 1817
John Innerarity Esqr
Dear sir
I received on the 9th Inst your esteemed favor
of the 26th ulto. I am extremely concerned to hear
of your troubles & vexations, which I fondly anticipate will soon cease, and that we may look forward
with pleasure for better daysI am now happy to inform you that Arbuthnot,
the smuggler, has made his escape from Ockaloughney Bay, as soon as he found danger approaching
he put to sea, & left the poor deluded indians to
make the best conditions they can with the Americans, who are firmly posted at the Forks for some
days past, this at once restores us to peace and
safety.
The crops are now almost made. a few pieces
cotton stripes strouds and other coarse and cheap
articles should be sent out with the articles mentioned in my last demand, in order to call the attention
of all parties, at present the only saleable articles
I have for indians are blankets; this little cargo
should be sent on without a moments delay. The
Americans at the Forks are now purchasing green
corn at Two Rials for twelve ears, and there is no
doubt it will raise considerably higher as soon as
the principal part of the crops are purchased-they
sell good homespun cloth for 5rs pr. yard. calico 5rs
per yard, blankets &c, &c cheaper than we have sold
them here at any period ; their blankets are inferior ;
we shall do our endeavor of course to dispose of
the supply on hand to head off the moths-From
135
Published by STARS, 1939

1

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 18 [1939], No. 2, Art. 10

this you will conceive it is better to conform to the
times, or give up storekeeping here for the future.
The notorious Francis is crestfallen and begins to
think with us that the indians should learn to behave
themselves, altho’ the American Commandant at the
Forks had a hearing with some of the disaffected
chiefs, the events did not prove satisfactory to either
parties; I now almost believe to a certainty they
must be scourged into obedience:
In consequence of the arrival of those forces I
have sent a messenger (Joseph Perryman) to the
seminolies offering pardon & protection to all the
negroes belonging to the House & others in Pensacola - I shall soon know the result and on that account I defer going on to Pensacola at the present,
altho’my inclinations are strongly prompted thereto
for some time past.
I sincerely regret you did not advert to my urgent
request in my last letter relative to the deed of conveyance of my land being passed in the Government
office before a change of Gov’t takes place. Is there
some impediment? Whatever the objection be please
to let me know for my future government, as I assure you it was to secure this land I have made a
sacrifice of my life for nearly seven years past;
I have entered into an agreement with Mr Hanna
to work the plantation on shares, which puts us to
some little inconvenience as I am unwilling to persevere longer in improving an uncertainty-I am
well aware that as long as the members of the present honorable & respectable House of Forbes exists
I can be in no danger of suffering and assuring you
that their ultimate interest never was lost sight of
for one moment by me-Should Mr Hanna want a
credit to the amount of $400. for the purpose of
carrying on this little improvement & for other pur136
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poses to enable us to get forward I shall be accountable for this amount at ninety days either in cash
bank notes, horses or cattle-you did not send me
on your brother’s letter as you mentioned-It was
not in Mr Hambly’s power to procure a person to
improve your brother’s plantation ; it is therefore
impossible that either of your plantations can be
acted upon as you desire, without you send people
from Pensacola for the purpose, those unfortunate
sufferers you talk of would find a happy asylum
here, & I think it would be of service to the country
for them to come on, on such terms as would be
beneficial to the House, in working portions of the
land on conditions mutually beneficial, which should
be ascertained before your sending them out. In
the meantime if any proper persons present themselves, your directions shall be duly complied with
-I am unwilling to send the negroes I wrote about
to Pensacola at my risk - knowing that if a vigilant
eye was not kept on them they would again attempt
a trip to the Seminolies - this woman’s three brothers, Isaac, Steele & Gloster belonging to Miller, with
her sister & children sold to Forstall and I [?] are
at Sawannee now. whom I sent for, and she now
looks forward the moment she can get with them.
I have her at Mr. Hambly’s and her oldest boy with
me - I shall now decline selling them, as if I ran the
risk I should of course have the profit when it ceases
which I believe now to be soon at hand. Madame
Byrd should be compelled to pay the bill sent against
her, as there is little doubt Cyrus wished to give her
the slip and will do so yet as he does not like her,
and if I was in Pensacola he would insist on my
purchasing him-as I am in possession of his wife,
which I shall now endeavor to do, as soon as it is
convenient and write the family if possible on my
own account-will want some flooring and shingling
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nails, and a few planks, if a vessel does not come out
full they might be put on board - fifty of the planks
half inch for weather boarding-I am building a substantial store now much wanted-Charles desires
you will send on his wife-please to let me know on
what conditions they are to remain here, negro Andrew wants his box sent on in the vessel, Judy will
see this effected if desired so to do.
I forward herewith a letter rec’d from Mr Hambly
with an account of loss in consequence of opposing
the negroes at this place for your inspection-he
will expect to hear in reply when convenientIn the course of a month everything I can do for
the House will be effected; I hope therefore it will
not be too inconvenient for you to send out a person
to take charge of the place.
I remain Dr Sir with best respects
Very truly
Your obt servt
Edmd Doyle
Mr. Hanna proceeds to Pensacola agreeable to your
desire - I think he is possessed of some circumstance
that may be a means of leading to a further discovery of Loyd’s villainy: Altho’McCulloch is for
some days at the forks he has neither come to see
us or sent us any word of his wants - It appears they
are at that Port at present independent of us - I
shall if possible make some amends for the great
loss we have been at here for so many months almost
doing nothing-nothing we have here will answer
them but our Liquor and groceries - I have about
$80. on hand, the amount of cash sales-this money
& whatever more I can get we hope will be given
Telifaukie to satisfy his demand against the negroes
and boats.
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(General Gaines and the Indians)

Prospect Bluff 17th Augst 1817
James Innerarity Esqr
Dear sir
Altho’I have nothing particular to communicate
yet I avail myself of this opportunity to inform you
all here is well-one half of 250,000 rations required
by Genl Gaines are partly here and partly on their
route to Forts Scott and Gaines on these watersKenhagees last message to the Commandant at Fort
Scott Flint River was rather insulting-he said he
had no talks for him-that he expected shortly an
English agent who would settle the affairs of the
indians, and drive the Americans back-another
fellow the Fowl Town Chief ordered them not to
cut trees on the east of Flint river-and is otherwise high crested they have also refused to give an
audience to one of the officers sent to them by General Gaines-all these circumstances will hasten on
the remainder of the provisions and as soon as they
are in deposit an overwhelming force enters the
Nation which settles their affairs shortly.
I want the goods I wrote for to your brother very
much I have agreed with the Sutler at Ft Scott not
to give more for the present than 6rs per bushell
for corn-if I do not get a small but general supply
for indians we shall get none of the crop and early
next month it will be saleableI have sold the Sutler $190 worth of sugar & coffee the former article @ 19cts & latter at 17 cts
per lb
When I came out here I expected to be relieved
in a very short time - I came out without clothes or
linen, and should a vessel come out I wish that my
trunk might be sent on I left in charge of Mr. Skeate,
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as I shall now remain here until the event of the
approaching storm terminatesI am sometimes severely threatened but I am still
alive and hope to remain so, altho’my feelings have
been severely staggered on the occasion. I take the
liberty of writing to you on this subject to prevent
the expence of a messenger to your brother. I am
sorry the last communications from Pensacola were
not of the most pleasing complexion
I hope the damned old blind Governor is by this
time gone to the Devil-with a few more of his
associatesThis country is greatly admired by every person
who saw it and if we indulge the change meditated
we weary travellers shall rest in peace
I remain Dear Sir
Very truly
Your Obt servt
Edmd Doyle
P.S. I wish I could get a good hat by the first opportunity
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